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More than just a show: How the Chenango Arts
Council is connecting the community

SHAWN MAGRATH
|_____EVENINGSUN |

NORWICH - Over the last
four decades, the Chenango
Arts Council in Norwich has
sought to promote local arts,
even when the arts industry
as a whole has been chal-
lenged by economic uncer-
tainty. Leaders of the organi-
zation are continuing those
efforts heading into 2026, car-
ried by a sense of optimism
about the importance of the
arts and all that Chenango
County has to offer.

The Chenango Arts Council
(CACQ) exited 2025 with a list
of ambitions for the coming
year, including a vision to
expand membership by offer-
ing fresh incentives for new
members. CAC now touts a
100-plus member roster, but
executives aim to broaden
membership in the coming
year by offering discounted
theater tickets and promo-
tional pricing for arts classes
and workshops. Moreover,
they’re weighing the possi-
bility of “joint membership”
with other area nonprofits,
where becoming a member of
one company offers automat-
ic membership into another.

Of course, CAC is also con-
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Chenango Arts Council Executive Director Alicia 0’Neill and Programming and Development Coordinator
Mary Beth Miller hang artwork inside the Maria Brown and Raymond Loft galleries. (Submitted photo)

tinuing its quality theater
performances, gallery exhib-
its, and ongoing educational
workshops for hobbyists and
aspiring artists.

“We always have some-
thing going on,” said CAC
Director Alicia O'Neill who
oversees Arts Council pro-
gramming and the organiza-

tion’s two full-time staffers.
“We have a lot of things to
offer to our community. We
strive to improve the qual-
ity of life of our neighbors,
not only by providing afford-
able entertainment, but also
remaining very affordable to
arts education.”

O'Neill promotes the

Chenango Arts Council as an
outlet for people of all ages
to release their creative ener-
gy after the daily 9-5 grind.
The CAC facility, located at
27 W. Main St. in Norwich,
houses the historic 500-seat
Martin W. Kappel Theater, in
addition to the Maria Brown
and Raymond Loft galler-

ies which showcase new art
exhibits year-round. What'’s
more, CAC hosts ongoing
workshops in pottery, stained
glass, sculpting, and paint-
ing, among others.

“We like to offer a variety so
someone can try something
that they’ve always wanted
to try,” said Chenango Arts
Council Programming and

Development Coordinator
Mary Beth Miller.
“We encourage people

to come see what we do,”
said O'Neill, pointing espe-
cially to CAC’s partnership
with the Norwich Theatre
Company to pique a wide
variety of interests. “A lot
of the perception of theater
is that it’s just acting, sing-
ing and dancing,” she said.
“But there’s so many other
job opportunities for electri-
cians, carpenters, painters,
and work with sound and
new technology. It’s really
important for career explora-
tion and finding something
that you enjoy doing.”

The Arts Council took tre-
mendous strides in 2025 to
bolster its programming and
rekindle public interest in
the arts. A bus trip to the
Metropolitan Museum of Art

Continued on page 2 »

Chenango
County is
a beauti-
ful place
to live

TYLER MURPHY
____EVENINGSUN |

We live in a beauti-
ful county. Nowhere
is perfect, but in these
rolling green hills and
river valleys you can
find a peaceful home
and become a meaning-
ful part of the commu-
nity. There are things
that could be better,
there are things we
hope won't change, but
it will be decided by
those who get involved.

This year’s Progress
edition continues the
work of exploring how
organizations
and public resources
are being invested to
enhance quality of life,

local

Continued on page 5 »

The Chenango County Historical Society is dedicated to

KELLI MILLER
| EVENINGSUN ____|

NORWICH —  The
Chenango County Historical
Society (CCHS) is a private,
non-profit organization ded-
icated to preserving and
presenting the history of the
local region.

For more than eighty-five
years, CCHS has collected a
wide range of information
and objects related to the
preservation of Chenango
County history.

“We have a collection of
between 75,000 and 150,000
artifacts and archives,” said
Chenango County Historical
Society and  Museum
Executive Director Jessica
Moquin.  “Artifacts are
three-dimensional objects
and archives are paper mate-
rials.”

The museum’s flagship
facility is in Norwich Ward
School No. 2, located at 45

sharing and pre
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Students enjoy learning about Chenango County history at the CCHS hosted field trip. CCHS hosts local students every season. (Submitted

photo)

Rexford Street in Norwich,
and hosts exhibits featuring

all 21 towns of Chenango of The Flanagan Research House, a Privey, the Lillie

County The campus consists

Center, the Ross School

Exhibit, a collections storage

facility, The Loomis Barn and
the Miller Pavilion.

“We also have three sites
that are not on our campus
that we steward. They are
the Chapman-Turner Clock,
the Railroad Watchman'’s
Tower, and the Maple Sugar
Shack, part of our Maple
Sugar Heritage Collaboration
with the Friends of Rogers
Environmental Education
Center.”

Moquin said unique to
CCHS is the complete com-
pany archives from the
world-famous Norwich
Pharmacal Company, along
with other industrial arti-
facts from Borden Dairy
Company, Chobani, Golden
Artist Colors, Hayes Piano
Forte Manufactory, Lyon
Iron Works & the Raymond
Corporation, and the Maydole
Hammer Factory.

She also noted artwork
in the collection includes

Continued on page 6 »
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in New York was organized
last summer- a first for CAC.
Given its success, Miller said
she hopes to organize anoth-
er trip later this year. CAC
additionally sought out music
enthusiasts last May when it
partnered with local musi-
cian Nate Gross to pay trib-
ute to the Fender Stratocaster,
the guitar of choice for famed
musicians the likes of Jimi
Hendrix, Buddy Holly,
Eric Clapton, Buddy Guy,
David Gilmour, Stevie Ray
Vaughan, and more.

CAC organizers also put
together four shows to take
center stage during CAC’s
2025-2026 performance sea-
son, with two of those shows
set to take place this spring:
Celtic Angels Ireland (fea-
turing award winning Irish
and world champion singers,
dancers, and musicians) and
Mutts Gone Nuts Unleashed
(featuring a dozen of the
world’s most amazing canine
athletes). The company aims
for at least four performanc-
es each season inside the
Martin W. Kappel Theater.
O'Neill said filling seats for
theater shows is critical, not
only for the financial stability
of the Arts Council, but also
to retain public interest in
arts programming,.

The Arts Council also con-
tinues an ongoing search for
local artists to exhibit work
at its two art galleries, be
they seasoned artists hoping

Inside the historic 500-seat Martin W. Kappel Theater at the Chenango Arts Gouncil in Norwich. (Photo
by Shawn Magrath)

Art enthusiasts attend a summer gallery opening at the Chenango Arts Council. (Photo submitted by the
Chenango Arts Council)

to sell their work; or novice show off what they’ve done.  sion to connect arts to the

artists who simply want to In keeping with its mis- community, CAC kickstart-

ed its Grants for Teachers
program last year which
had been put on hold at the
start of the COVID pandem-
ic six years ago. Grants for
Teachers awards Chenango
County educators grants of
up to $500 to incorporate the
arts into their curriculum.
CAC executives dolled out
15 awards to local teachers in
2025 and promptly put stu-
dent work on display inside
their galleries. The Grants for
Teachers program, O’Neill
noted, isn’t only for arts and
music teachers, but for any
teacher exploring various
forms of arts in the class-
room. “Adding arts into the
curriculum not only helps
kids enjoy learning, but
retain it as well,” she said.

In late 2024, CAC received
a financial boost for its 2025
season. The organization
was awarded $40,000 from
the New York State Council
on the Arts (NYSCA) to sup-
port the nonprofit arts and
culture sector. To support
the ongoing recovery of the
arts across New York State,
NYSCA budgeted grants
totaling $162 million in 2025,
serving organizations and
artists across all 10 of the
state’s regions.

Looking ahead, O’Neill
said she’s optimistic about
what’s in store for 2026,
albeit slightly apprehensive
when it comes to cash flow —
something she acknowledg-
es goes hand-in-hand with

the arts. The Chenango Arts
Council attains tremendous
financial support from pri-
vate sources, including NBT
Bank, Preferred Mutual,
Golden Artist Colors, Cottage
Bakery, and Norwich Wealth
Management. Nevertheless,
CAC donations are jeopar-
dized when private indus-
try feels a financial pinch,
explains O’'Neill, which typ-
ically leads to an indirect
fiscal impact on the arts.

In the meantime, Miller
and O’Neill that
Chenango County remains

insist

a great place where the arts
can still thrive. Miller stays
positive about what the area
has to offer and keeps an
open mind because “there’s
always different ways to
reach people and different
ways of working with other
groups.”

“There’s a lot of really tal-
ented artists and organiza-
tions to work together with,”
Miller added. “Just being
able to feature so much dif-
ferent artwork is a big perk.”

“I love reaching out to
local artists and doing col-
laborations with other great
local organizations,” said
O’Neill.
because in a bigger area, you

“We’re fortunate

might not get that support
and collaboration.”

N Norwich

AN ALVOGEN COMPANY

Norwich Pharmaceuticals
- An Alvogen Company

has been a member of our business
community for over 130 years

Each day, the Norwich team strives to make people’s lives better
by producing high quality medicines that help people live longer,
healthier and more active lives.

alvogen.com

6826 State Highway 12, Norwich, NY 13815
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6 On The Square

Chamber Member
6 LaFayette Park
Oxford, NY 13830
(607) 843-6876
www.6onthesquare.org
Volunteer-based community service organization committed to promoting music
and the arts in central New York by offering cultural and educational programs.

Chenango Arts Council

hamber Member
27 West Main Street
Norwich, NY 13815
(607) 336-ARTS (2787)
www.chenangoarts.org
The Chenango Arts Council supports life-enriching art throughout the greater
Chenango region. Theater and gallery on site. Classes, performances, and more.

Chenango River Theatre

Chamber Member
991 State Highway 12
Greene, NY 13778
Box Office (ticket/ show information): (607) 656-8499
Business Office: (607) 656-8778
chenangorivertheatre.org
The region’s only professional, non-profit theatre company operating under contract
with Actors’ Equity, the union for professional actors and stage managers.

Earlville Opera House

Chamber Member
16 East Main Street
Earlville, NY 13332
(315) 691-3550
www.earlvilleoperahouse.com
The EOH is an historic landmark that has a beautiful 1892 live theater, films, music,
and art gallery. Focuses on making the arts a larger part of audiences’ lives, educating
and providing cultural opportunities while entertaining.

Jericho Arts Couneil

15 N Main St
Bainbridge, NY 13733
(607) 288-3882
www.jerichoarts.com

LOCAL ARTS GROUPS

Our season runs from September to May each year, and our Town Hall Opry series
brings in the very best in bluegrass music. We also present other musical genres in
diverse styles, and live theater performances produced by the Out of the Woodwork
Players.

Made in Chenango

25-27 North Broad Street
Norwich NY, 13815
607-334-3355
email: mic@madeinchenango.com

Made in Chenango Gallery, Inc. is a Gift Shop and Gallery that was established in
1997 as a small business owned and operated by local artists and artisans exclusively
from the Chenango County, New York area. The Gallery/Gift Shop offers a unique
array of original handcrafted products and creations in several styles, mediums, and
materials.

New Berlin Art Forum

PO Box 326
New Berlin, NY 13411
(607) 837-6862
New Berlin New York’s Hometown Source of Quality Entertainment. Each year we
strive to bring a diverse variety of talent to our area. Most performances take place at
the Unadilla Central School auditorium.

SAGG
(Sam and Adele Golden Gallery)

188 Bell Rd
New Berlin, NY 13411
(607) 847-6154
The mission of the Sam & Adele Golden Gallery is the exhibition and presentation
of artworks that focus on the explorations and investigations by artists of the 20th and
21st centuries.

Spinners Hill

1377 Co Rd. 16
Bainbridge, NY 13733
(607) 967-8385
spinnershill.com
Workshops, supplies and equipment for spinning, dying, felting, knitting, weaving
and rug hooking. Wool available from herd. By appointment only.
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In addition to all the local artists and craftspeople in the area all year. Colorscape Chenango re- Music festivals like the annual Cheanngo Blues Festival and NBT’s Summer Concert Series are
turns for a weekend of creativity, music, and community on September 12-13, 2026. The art and also big hits with area residents. The 33rd Annual Chenango Blues Festival will run from August
music festival is open September 12 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and September 13 from 11 a.m. to 5 20 to 22 this year. (Evening Sun file photo)
p-m. (Evening Sun file photo)
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the \4 163%° YEAR OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY

S
S

SOME OF ?li /;niLmal I:eefss i . Igawdn 8; qlargen -
e Pe vestock Supplies eeds, Soil, Fencing,
At the Y ill find than iust a ol WHAT WE * Wild Bird Seed & Supplies Tools and Much More
e, you WI_ Ind more . _an Just a place OFFER * Large Selection of Nuts and Bolts e Local Meats ,
v@ to work out. With opportunities to connect
the with neighbors and give back to your WE ALSO OFFER OVER 25 LOCALLY MADE PRODUCTS: -!-L;
A . . . Cheeses, Heidelberg Bread, Utica Coffee, Lumps Spices, Soaps & Beauty Products from fivhe
< communlty, you 1:”'" dlscovter a greater Mooseberry Soap Co., Baked Goods, Stoltzfus Dairy Products, Eggs and much more!! 1'1.
1 ' sense o1 purpose, 100. L
Like This Place | HOMESTEAD PET & FARM SUPPLY ||
» Lap Swimmin * Day Camp * Volunteering - ) .
« Youth Sports ’ « Community Events  * Whirlpool/Sauna NORWICH YMCA 3 Ruilroud Street, New Berlin, NY 13411
+ Nationwide « Racquetball * Pickleball 68-70 N. Broad Street (607) 847-6173
Membership * Walking Track * YMCA 360 Virtual . Hours: Sunday and Monday Closed
« Fitness Classes + Swim Lessons I\P/IrogEmS for Norwich, NY 13815 Tuesday-Friday 8am-5:30pm; Saturday 8am-1pm
« Strength Trainin * Water Exercise embers - _ .
. prescioou Nursgry * Facility Rental * Birthday Parties 607-336-9622 Like us on Facebook n
« School Age Childcare ¢ Financial Assistance ¢ Active Partner with .
« Child Watch « Family Events Helping Hands www.norwichymca.org
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Your Source for Steel & More

Full Line ' || [/ / Dealer
CUSTOM FABRICATION
Bucket Liners Custom Wear Connection Plates Curb Angles

Columns Stairs & Handrails Fabricated Rebar

A

[/ADS CuNIECH Bucyrus®  HARDOX"
ko W ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS Blades

An ESCO Company

www.SteelSalesinc.com
800-238-7833 or 607-674-6363 Fax: 607-674-9706
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through infrastructure, work-
force development, housing,
and public services, across
Norwich, Sherburne, Greene,
Oxford, Bainbridge, New
Berlin, the Otselic Valley, and
the other towns that make up
Chenango County.

We will look at the area
through the lens of people
making the best of it and
share their constructive per-
spectives, so we can better
understand what draws
people here, what convinces
them to stay, and how anyone
willing to get involved can
have a positive impact.

The 2026 Progress
Chenango series will be
printed from February 9 to
February 13 and included
with the Evening Sun regular
newspaper.

Chenango County has
always been inspired by
people who decided to get
involved, to build, volunteer,
invest, and argue for what
should improve and what
should be protected.

The same is true of its local
newspaper, The Evening Sun.
The daily paper is a prod-
uct of two centuries of local
publishing, mergers, name
changes, and daily deadlines;
an institution built by the
same communities it covers.

The story began in Norwich
on Nov. 14, 1816, when J.E.
Hubbard began publishing
The Norwich Journal for 2
cents a copy. The Journal con-

PROGRESS CHENANGO 2026  PUBLISHED BY THE EVENING SUN

Chenango County is a beautiiul place to live -

tinued successfully

for years, changing e
hands numerous
times as Norwich SHERBURNE COLUMBUS
and Chenango SMYRNA <]
LINCKLAEN | OTSELIC G
County grew. By
1877, publisher B.
Gage Berry shift-
ed the operation
into a new phase, NORTH
renaming it The PLYMOUTH NORWICH
Chenango Semi- | PITCHER PHARSALIA NEW BERLIN
Weekly Telegraph,
printing edi-
tions issued every
ZVedr;lesday andf weekday of the year.
aturday at a cost o
PRESTON If roads are closed,
two dollars per year. | GERMAN MCDONOUGH NORWICH if the power is out, the
What started as a newsroom is still open
small-town paper 'at and the staff is still
pocket-change price D working. The writers,
became a more regu- S . .
ports editor, design
lar, subscription-based :
organizati(I))n reflect- SMITHVILLE artcjl[StZ Ilj‘ress Workerls,
ing the grovx:th in the OXFORD GUILFORD araenheree le\;e;}; lefn?
local community that ing before the sun even
ln?reasmgly relied on rises. The writing staff
printed news as a prac- often ends the day late
tic;l neces;ity. . O '5‘ at night, covering after-
ventually, the coun- hours meetings, sport-
ty’s newspapers consol- COVENTRY ing matches, and weekend
idated. The Telegra}?h GREENE BAINBRIDGE | events. There is always
eventually merged with another deadline. Nothing
The Norwich Sun near- ——_l___ is ever truly “done,” only

ly a century later, part of
an evolution toward a more
enduring publication. Out
of that longer line came the
county’s first and only daily
newspaper: the Morning Sun,
the direct ancestor of today’s
Evening Sun. The daily
paper’s identity also changed
with the era. It was known as
The Morning Sun until 1904,

then became
The Norwich Sun, and
in 1961 it was renamed

= D AFTON

reported.
The paper has also been
a pipeline for local talent.

The Evening Sun, a shift
that marked a change in the
rhythm of how people con-
sumed news in their day-to-
day lives.

What has remained consis-
tent is the pace and commit-

ment of a daily
publication. The paper has
run a daily edition almost
every weekday since 1891.
Christmas is the only offi-
cial holiday—meaning the
paper publishes every other

Over the years there have
been dozens of local writ-
ers, and many staff mem-
bers became well known and
pursued professional careers
within the community. The
result is not only a news-
room, but a space that is con-

VOL.1-5

tinuously training and net-

working the people who help
define our community.
The

purchased

Evening Sun was
by
Communications on May 2,
1994, and for the first time in
15 years it was locally owned.

Snyder

It remains independently and
locally owned to this day,
sustained by the support of
readers and advertisers who
support local journalism as
a shared asset rather than a
disposable product.

Most recently, in 1996, the
newspaper moved head-
quarters from Hale Street to
Lackawanna Avenue.

That

because Progress Chenango

history = matters
2026 is not just a special edi-
tion, it is part of a tradition of
documenting what is chang-
ing, what is working, and
what requires attention.
Thank you for reading and
supporting the Evening Sun.

J la snam

&IIVISD

JIN . GE Aerospace

EXCITER
LOCATION

Unison Industries designs and manufactures ignition systems and engine

components for civil, military and industrial applications.

Unison Industries, a wholly owned subsidiary of GE Aerospace, is an equal opportunity employer.

5345 State Hwy. 12, Norwich, NY 13815 « www.ge.com/careers * 607-335-5000
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Continued from page 1 »
original pieces by Julie
Borden, George Cook, Alice
Hudson, Tompkins Harrison
Matteson, Danny McCarey,
Henry Grant Plumb, and
David Wilson.

CCHS is home to carefully
curated archives and artifacts
representing the heritage
of Chenango County, from
pre-colonial Haudenosaunee
origins to modern traditions.

CCHS seeks to instill
pride of place while offering
perspective on a variety of
narratives and the campus
welcomes all ages and back-
grounds with admission of a
free-will donation left up to
each visitor.

“Approximately 80 percent
of programming is offered
free of charge” Moquin
added.

Quality of Life Impact

CCHS contributes to mak-
ing Chenango County “a
beautiful place to live” by
connecting regional residents
and museum visitors to our
past, enriching local identity,
fostering community engage-
ment, and preserving cultur-
al heritage.

“In practical terms, “a
beautiful place to live” like
Chenango County is one that
embraces our shared local
identity,” said Moquin.

Major Developments in
2025

Moquin said at the begin-
ning of 2025, two CCHS staff
members were recognized
for their consistent service
and competence with elevat-
ed titles.

“Joe Fryc, who has served
as Operations Manager
since October 2020, became
Operations Director,” she
said. “Zachary Greenfield,
who began as Archives &
Collections  Coordinator
in 2023, now serves as the
Archives and Collections
Manager.”

She noted one of their most
significant  achievements
in 2025 was the launch of
their digital guide through
“Bloomberg Connects.”

“This free app, which
highlights cultural organiza-
tions from around the world,
makes it easier for CCHS to
distribute content through
mobile devices, anytime and
anywhere,” Moquin said.
“The app allows museum
patrons from across the globe
to experience our mission
virtually.”

She explained the part-
nership also includes a wide
variety of promotional piec-
es for CCHS, such as large
poster boards, mailable post-
cards, and leave-behind rack
cards.

“Another partnership with
4imprint’s “one by one” pro-
gram provided additional
branded materials, including
pens and silicone wristbands,
she added.

Moquin said they also
received general operating
support from the New York
Council of the Arts and it
was their greatest financial
volume, giving them a base-
line of where they are headed
and how they will grow.

In addition to the generous
financial support, Moquin
said she now has an execu-

sharing and preserving local history -

Together with the SUNY Morrisville Norwich Campus, CCHS hosted the fourth annual “National Author’s Day,” including the launch of local

writer Christian Vischi’s first full-length book, “Stitched Together: A History of the Norwich Knitting Co. and Walt Disney.”

tive coach that helps guide
and lead the organization,
adding, “It’s truly amazing.”

She said the coach helps
support in stewarding the
memories and they work
together, bouncing ideas off
of each other to strategize to
better solutions.

“It's a tremendous help,”
said Moquin.

“Our work last year was
also supported by one
Summer Field School Fellow
from Colgate University’s
Upstate  Institute, two
Summer Youth Employment
participants from The Place,
and three Cooperstown
Graduate Program interns
from SUNY Oneonta,” she
said.

“These experiential learn-
ing opportunities were
in addition to two season-
al Museum Assistants,”
Moquin added.

One-Year Reflection

“I would have told myself a
year ago that the year may feel
much like a trip to the amuse-
ment park,” said Moquin.
It will be a combination of
many colorful Carousel char-
acters, the unpredictability of
a Rollercoaster, the whirling
frenzy of the Teacups, and a
jolt of Bumper Cars. Hang on
and enjoy the ride.”

She said some of the jolts
would come from the won-
dering of where they will
find funding.

“You can spend hours on a
grant but in the end, you may
not receive it,” Moquin said.
It's an experience in humil-
ity, but not to be taken too
seriously, as the mission must
stay in the forefront and leap
from there.”

She said grant funding is
all about the right fit and
can be up in the air until
the moment of approval or
denial.

“Everyone tries to do their
best and you see how things
shake out in the end. It can
take a while to hear back and
other times in can be within
weeks,” she said.

“In my case, I try for as
much funding as possible
because we have a lot to man-
age,” she added.

Moquin  noted  they
received about $75,000 in
grant funding in 2025, and
their annual budget for all
of facilities, staff members
and utilities, etc was over

$300,000.

Plans for 2026

Moquin said this year
begins the commemoration
of the nation’s semi-quinten-
nial, or 125th anniversary.

“Our primary focus at
CCHS over the next eight
years will be discovering all
that this means for our com-
munities,” she said.

“We've been planning this
for over four years and we
want to be intentional as to
how we interpret the eight
year,” she added.

Moquin explained the
American Revolution last-
ed eight years, and so will
their commemorative activ-
ities. A range of themes
will be explored, such as
the American Experiment,
Changing Interpretations
of the Revolution, Choose
Your Side, Doing History,
Indigenous History is New
York’s History, Power of Place,
Unfinished Revolutions, and
We the People.

As a history and heritage
institution, she said part of
their role in strengthening
the quality of local life is to
find new ways of inspiring
others to become more civi-
cally engaged.

“We honor those who came
before us by learning about
them and making a posi-
tive difference for our world
today and into the future”
she said.

“We encourage all to join
us for upcoming Chenango
250 Conversations, when
staff from CCHS and the
Chenango County Historian’s
Office share ideas on how
to collaboratively commemo-
rate this major national mile-
stone,” Moquin said.

On March 6, Moquin said
they will open this year’s
Community Gallery exhibit,
“Chenango County’s Better
Half -The Life and Works
of Randy Glasbergen.” This
retrospective  will feature
art and artifacts related to
Sherburne’s beloved cartoon-
ist and humorous illustrator,
best known for three decades
of newspaper syndication.

The syndicated strip The
Better Half from 1982 to 2014
was produced by Glasbergen
and thanks to his family, his
legacy continues to be shared
around the world - in presen-
tations, textbooks, newslet-
ters, social media — and this

exhibit.

Educational programming
and school field trips for local
districts and other youth-ori-
ented organizations will con-
tinue to center on Chenango
County heritage.

Mogquin noted this seasons
focus will mostly be on civics
education and Chenango 250.

Milestones and Growth

Over the years, Moquin
said CCHS has successfully
shifted their focus from sim-
ply curating local heritage to
serving as a community part-
ner, an educational resource,
and a regional destination.

She said on August 26,
“Women’s Equality Day”
celebration brought together
people from across the region
to honor the Haudenosaunee
culture and its impact on
American women securing
the right to vote.

“It was very exciting and
meaningful,” Moquin said.

Museum guests were treat-
ed to an Oneida meal, learned
about suffragette Matilda
Joscelyn Gage, made music
with indigenous Smoke
Dancers, and crafted beaded
souvenirs.

“It was a truly interactive
and inspiring program,” she
added.

One of the most exciting
opportunities last year con-
tinues to provide the muse-
um with the ability to over-
come one of our most signifi-
cant challenges.

Moquin said they now that
they are a part of a pilot
cohort model through the
Community Foundation of
South Central New York,
they will thrive with gener-
al operating support, along
with training and capacity
building initiatives.

“We are able to collaborate
with other regional non-prof-
its and executive leaders to
explore new ways in nurtur-
ing sustainable impact for the
communities we serve,” she
continued. “We are delighted
that this program is continu-
ing for the 2026 season.

She gave thanks to gen-
erous community supporter
that helped CCHS expand
traditional programming and
add new initiatives, which
allowed them to accomplish
their mission more fully.

“Our funding streams as
well as our audience engage-
ment both demonstrate con-

sistent and steady growth,”
said Moquin. “As an organi-
zation, we use our mission
and vision, along with our
strategic plan, to make deci-
sions and move the organiza-
tion forward.”

Chenango County Advan-
tages and Limits

Moquin noted Chenango
County, as a rural area locat-
ed within the Appalachian
region, faces challenges that
many similar Appalachian
communities do.

She said it has been
noted by the Appalachian
Regional Commission (ARC)
that the population of rural
Appalachian counties is
older and less diverse, and
has been declining in num-
ber faster since 2010 than the
population of rural counties
in the rest of the country.

“The lack of public trans-
portation is a big challenge,
said Moquin.

With the exception of
health insurance coverage,
rural Appalachian counties
continue to lag behind rural
counties in the rest of the
country and she also noted
the lack of public transporta-
tion is a big challenge.

“However, the benefits of
being based in this area far
outweigh the challenges.
There is a deep commitment
to community in Chenango
County, and that generosity
of spirit helps overcome any
circumstances we may face,”
Moquin said.

“This deep  commit-
ment and community spir-
it inspires all of the work
we do here at CCHS,” she
added.

Workforce and Talent

Moquin said securing
financial resources is a per-
petual challenge for non-prof-
it organizations, and one of
her greatest concerns around
employee retention is related
to fair and equitable compen-
sation.

“Finding the means to offer
competitive industry wages
and benefits is one of the pri-
mary issues we are working
on addressing through our
continued involvement with
the capacity building pilot
cohort being sponsored by
the Community Foundation
for South Central New York,”
said Moquin.

Improving quality of Life
in the County

“The Chenango County
Vision 2050 Plan identifies
several areas that, with suf-
ficient attention, could dra-
matically improve the qual-
ity of life here in Chenango
County,” said Moquin. “This
includes increasing housing
options, supporting children
and families, and expanding
broadband access.”

Key Partners

Moquin said all of their
community partners are key
to their success.

“Without them, we
wouldn’t be able to accom-
plish anything sustainably
significant,” she said. “We're
a modest regional museum
with limited resources, and
we are only able to share
our local history and heritage
thanks to community collab-
orations.”

Community Programs
and Events in 2025

“We
where we can and if an orga-
nization says we have this
opportunity, we try to be a
part of it, “ said Moquin. “We
strive to maintain enough
energy to listen to every voice
that needs to be heard.”

Programs included:

Black Family Connections
Between  Peterboro &
Chenango County - Black
History Month, February §,
was presented and researched
by Smithfield Town Historian
Donna Dorrance Burdick,
chief researcher for the
Madison County Freedom
Trail Commission.

Be My Neighbor Day,
March 14, was inspired by
WSKG Education and PBS
Kids. The day was based
on the principles of “Mister
Rogers” and focused on
bringing people together to
celebrate kindness and con-
sider what it means to be a
good neighbor.

Guests had the opportu-
nity to celebrate kindness,
enjoy family-friendly activi-
ties, and connect with local
community organizations.

History Where You Eat,
May 18, was in collaboration
with the Lincklaen Town
Historian, Madison County
Historian’s Office, and Apple
Creek Country Club. The eve-
ning provided participants
the opportunity to discover
a bit of local history while
enjoying menu items unique
to Central New York.

Path Through History, June
15 was a special Summer Barn
Picnic that offered families
the opportunity to celebrate
Father’s Day at no charge.
Visitors had the opportuni-
ty to create “A Mighty Fine
Time Machine” with chil-
dren’s author and illustrator
Suzanne Bloom.

Using found objects like
beads, dials, gears, mirrors,
tubes, and twine, this com-
munity masterpiece was
featured in  last season’s
Community Gallery exhib-
it, “Creativity in Bloom:
The Storied Illustrations of
Suzanne Bloom.”

Worldwide Day of Play,
September 20, was dedicated
to experiencing joyful learn-
ing through play. Our annual

involve ourselves

Continued on page 7 »



‘Caroling with Jennie and Friends” was one of the festive events
during the museum’s annual Holiday Open House. (Submitted photo)
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CCHS participated in the semi-annual statewide commemorations known as ‘Path Through History’ weekend. The Haudenosaunee singers
and dancers featured interactive music and movement. (Submitted photo)

Chenango County Historical Sociely -

Continued from page 6 »

celebration focused on get-
ting kids and families up,
out, and playing around.

In  collaboration with
Improve Norwich Now
and “One Community, One
Book,” the day offered read-
ings and book signings,
with local community orga-
nizations hosting free craft
projects and games. The
festivities culminated with
an interactive program fea-
turing local favorite “Jenni’s
Music.”

Path Through History,
October 11, included “Trains,
Tractors & Traditions” and
‘Day of the Girl Child” A

highlight of the day was
the Homer Couture Fashion
Show, featuring Mary
Homer of Beading Wolves, a
fourth-generation bead work-
er.

The first Indigenous fash-
ion designer to show col-
lections during New York
City Fashion Week, Homer
brought her blend of modern
flare and Haudenosaunee-
style inspired garments, con-
necting her work to these tra-
ditional Oneida homelands.

The day also featured the
debut of the Lyon Brook
Trestle Bridge, a scale model
researched and hand-craft-
ed by architect Jim Johnson.
Guests also  celebrated

A

C henango Valley Home

‘ Making Life Blossom

“International Day of the Girl
Child” with the Zonta Club
of Chenango County by par-
ticipating in its “Computer
Coding Couture” workshop.

National Author’s Day,
November 1, was a collab-
oration of CCHS and the
SUNY Morrisville Norwich
Campus, hosting our fourth
annual tribute in celebration
of the dedicated authors who
research and record mean-
ingful local histories.

This year’s event featured
the launch of Christian
Vischi’s “Stitched Together:
A History of the Norwich
Knitting Co. and Walt
Disney.”

Inspired by PBS Kids and featuring Suzanne Bloom, “Be My Neighbor Day” brought families together
to learn about kindness, giving back, and the incredible organizations that make our neighborhood a
better place. (Submitted photo)

Extending Care.

Preserving Independence.
Keeping Families Close to Home.

Chenango Valley Home is expanding to meet the growing
needs of seniors in Chenango
County-bringing assisted living to

our community for the first time.

To date $1.9 million has been

raised toward the expansion from
generous donors and

foundations. Every qift brings us

closer to opening our new

Assisted Living,

Please consider donating at
www.chenangovalleyhome.org/donate

For nearly 130 years, Chenango Valley Home has cared for older adults in Chenango County with compassion,

dignity, and deep community roots. Today, we are taking the next step. As our population ages, families are
facing a difficult reality: seniors who need just a little more support are

often forced to leave the county for care, or move
too quickly into nursing homes far from home. Chenango Valley Home
is changing that. Our campus expansion will create new assisted

living services designed to support people as their needs evolve. This

project allows residents to age in place, remain close to family, and

receive the right level of care in a home-like setting.
This is not about building bigger, it is about caring better.

Chenango Valley Home is a

501(c)(3) not for profit organization

Chenango Valley Home
24 Canasawacta St., Norwich, NY 13815
607-334-6598

n Follow us on Facebook
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